
- 1 - 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

1 When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and impressive wisdom to 

tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I decided that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus 

Christ, the one who was crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. 4 And my message 

and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 5 I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God. 

6 Yet when I am among mature believers, I do speak with words of wisdom, but not the kind of wisdom 

that belongs to this world or to the rulers of this world, who are soon forgotten. 7 No, the wisdom we speak 

of is the mystery of God—his plan that was previously hidden, even though he made it for our ultimate 

glory before the world began. 8 But the rulers of this world have not understood it; if they had, they would 

not have crucified our glorious Lord. 9 That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, 

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who 

love him.” 

10 But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and 

shows us God’s deep secrets. 11 No one can know a person’s thoughts except that person’s own spirit, and 

no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. 12 And we have received God’s Spirit (not the 

world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. 

13 When we tell you these things, we do not use words that come from human wisdom. Instead, we speak 

words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths. 14 But people who 

aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them and they can’t 

understand it, for only those who are spiritual can understand what the Spirit means. 15 Those who are 

spiritual can evaluate all things, but they themselves cannot be evaluated by others. 16 For, “Who can know 

the Lord’s thoughts?  Who knows enough to teach him?” 

But we understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ. 

=  =  =  =  = 

First Corinthians chapter 2 is our text today, if you’d like to turn back there with me.  First 

Corinthians two. 

~~~~~ 
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Have you ever had a problem arise in your life that was so complex and tangled…that had so 

many parts to it that you didn’t even know where to start to solve it? 

That’s sort of how I think about those who’ve suffered the flooding by the river…or the tornado 

to our south.  Something like that happens and there are so many parts to it…so many things to 

care for…where do you even begin to solve it? 

Of course, those sorts of things are natural disasters; but there are man-made ones too, right? 

When I stood in Port Au Prince years ago and saw the poverty and corruption and 

disorganization…and the magnitude of need…that’s the thought that went through my mind:  

where do you even start to make this better? 

Actually just Friday, I got a note about a gang in Haiti beheading an 85 year-old Baptist pastor.  

Evil runs rampant there in so many different ways…the situation is so complex, where do you 

even start to change that? 

~~~~~ 

When I was young, a big bridge was being built over the Ohio River near my hometown…the 

kind that you build from each bank and meet in the middle.  Well, when they got close to the 

middle, they discovered the decks were different heights…it didn’t meet up. 

Whoops!  Some engineer is working at McDonalds now…but man…where do you even start to 

fix something that complicated? 

There are relationship issues, financial issues, legal issues, business issues that get so tangled 

up…  

[ holds up a wad of tangled string ] 

…they’re like a big mess of string…or…even worse…tangled Christmas lights!   

[ holds up twisted, snarled lights ] 

These are such a pain!  Where do you even begin to straighten them out? 

~~~~~ 

Life’s tangled messes.  Have you ever lived one? 

Boy, it’s a good thing church situations never get like that, isn’t it? 

[ congregation laughs ] 

Ha - I wish they didn’t. 

~~~~~ 

Jesus declares in Matthew 18, “Wherever two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 

among them.”1 

That is absolutely true. 

 
1 Matthew 18:20 
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It is also true, however, that in our fallen world, wherever two or three are gathered, there is a 

strong potential for complicated, messy situations.   

It began right after the fall in Eden; we see it right away in the first family…in Adam and Eve 

and Cain and Abel.   

We see it all through history…and…we see it in even the earliest church gatherings:  

disagreement, misunderstanding, difference of opinion and downright bad behavior.   

Complex, tangled messes.  They just come with fallen humanity.  They’re all around us. 

But a great example of a truly complex, tangled mess [ lights ] has to be the first century 

Corinthian church. 

What a place that was!  From Paul’s two letters to them, we learn that: 

• There were Christians at Corinth who were divided over church leaders, over ethnicity, 
and over rank in society.   

• Some of the believers there were tolerating sexual immorality…even some sort of incest.   

• Some were suing each other instead of working their problems out privately.   

• Some were terribly misguided about marriage and singleness.   

• Some were more concerned about their own rights than they were about the well-being 

of their brothers and sisters.   

• There was abuse happening regarding the Lord’s Supper. 

• Some of the Christians there were prioritizing less valuable spiritual gifts and then 

using their gifts only for their own benefit.  

• Some were theologically misguided in that they were denying that God will bodily 

resurrect believers. 

• And…some were just prideful…some just thought themselves better…more 

advanced…more mature…more informed…more perfect than the rest. 

~~~~~ 

Talk about a tangled mess!  The Corinthian church had more problems than a math test.  They 

had more issues than National Geographic. 

And the question is…where do you even begin to resolve all those problems? 

Well!  Good thing for us…the Apostle Paul knew the answer to that question.   

Paul knew that what Corinth needed was more of the presence of God’s Holy Spirit.  That is 

the answer…or more appropriately, He is the answer to the world’s most complicated problems. 

Paul understood that from the very beginning of his work at Corinth, and he depended on the 

Spirit in doing there what God asked Him to do.  In just this chapter alone, look at how many 

times Paul refers to the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 4 there, Paul writes, “When I first came, I didn’t depend on human strategies…I 

relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
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In verse 10, Paul explains that it’s God’s Spirit that, “searches out everything.”  What’s that 

mean?  It means it’s the Spirit who unravels the knots and the tangles of our world and makes 

sense of them.   

And He does that, Paul tells us there, “through revealing the deepest wisdom of God.” 

The Holy Spirit conveys…communicates the very thoughts of God…thoughts that are right and 

good and true…not like the ideas and propositions that our world invents. 

The Holy Spirit offers to humanity the owner’s manual…the operating instructions of the One 

who made us and our world, because God knows how we and our world are supposed to work. 

[ holds up cordless drill ] 

You probably know what this is; but imagine, if you can, that you didn’t.  Imagine that you’ve 

never seen one of these before and someone handed this to you and said, “This is what you use 

to make holes or insert screws into things.” 

So you take it…you look at it and you wonder, “How do you use it?”   

The trigger here is pretty small, really, so you’d probably just ignore that…or miss it completely, 

so the first thing you’d do is probably to try hammering the screw into something with the heavy 

part here…and of course you’d totally break the tool and bend the screw. 

Or…you think, “Well, this part is sort of pointy, so maybe if I just twist this part it will make a 

hole,” which, of course, it won’t. 

Or…the battery might be discharged, so even if you do find the trigger, you give up because the 

thing doesn’t do anything anyway.     

You see, this is what we need, right here.   

[ holds up owner’s manual } 

To solve the problem…to understand how to use the thing correctly, we need the wisdom of the 

one who made it. 

The Apostle Paul says that that is exactly what we have in God’s Holy Spirit.  It’s the Spirit who 

gives us the ability to hear from our Maker…and because He made us, He’s the One who can 

untangle the knots…the one who can bring clarity and wisdom to even our most tangled issues 

and situations. 

Apart from God’s Spirit, we can waste a ton of time – and beyond that, we can do a lot of 

damage…we can make tangles even tighter and bad situations way worse – when we try to 

resolve problems apart from God’s Spirit’s guidance.  

That’s why Paul refers to the Holy Spirit nine times in just these 16 verses.  The more complex 

the problems, the more you need the input of the Spirit. 

That’s why Jesus told the disciples, when He was getting ready to leave, “I have a lot of stuff 

for you to do, but don’t do anything…just sit right here in Jerusalem until you receive the 

Holy Spirit.” 

That’s because it’s only by the Spirit that we can know the way and the mind of God.   
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In verse 11 there, Paul says, “No one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit,” 

and then in verse 12 He affirms, “And we have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), 

so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us.” 

You see, these at Corinth were Christ-followers and they had God’s Spirit.  God’s Spirit 

indwelled them, but, like we said last week, there’s a big difference between being indwelled and 

being filled. 

[ places full jar on pulpit ] 

God’s Spirit dwelt within them, but God’s Spirit did not fill them. 

They had all these issues, conflicts, discord in their relationships, which made the church…the 

body there…a tangled mess…because they were not filled with God’s Spirit.  They were 

operating, interacting, thinking, prioritizing, valuing…they were trying to drill holes and drive 

screws… 

…with the wisdom of the world and not the wisdom of God. 

Later on Paul calls that operating out of the “sarx,” or “the flesh;” the wisdom of the flesh.  That’s 

the wisdom…the solutions…the attempts to untangle that we make up, or that the world around 

us convinces us of.   

But it’s not the wisdom of God…it’s not how God says things operate and it’s not how God says 

to do things. 

And that “sarx”…that fleshly, worldly wisdom…it just doesn’t work.  Sooner or later, it breaks 

down and falls apart and 99 times out of 100 the problem gets worse. 

~~~~~ 

The answer to the problems at Corinth…the untangling of the messes that characterize that 

church would only be found in the believers there being filled with God’s Spirit…listening to 

Him and doing things His way.  

And friends, the same is true today.   

The answer to life’s tangled messes…is, the “fullness” of the Spirit. 

That’s where the wisdom is.   

That’s where clarity and order and peace is. 

Aligning ourselves with the mind and wisdom of God day to day, decision by decision…that’s 

how the tangles of life begin to be resolved. 

~~~~~ 

Now, maybe you’re thinking, “The folder here says the title of this message is, ‘Speaking and 

Singing.’  What does any of this have to do with speaking and singing?” 

Well, last week, we read how Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus, “…be filled with the Spirit, 

speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs…singing and making music from 

your heart to the Lord.” 
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That is, both literally and figuratively, the atmosphere that comes from a people who are full of 

God’s Spirit.  The feel…the ambiance is pleasant and sweet; it’s tranquil and lovely and 

harmonious.    

That is just about the opposite of what things were like at Corinth, but that is God’s design for 

people and families and churches.  It is God’s design for our world! 

Peace and encouragement in our interactions with each other. 

A harmony in the group…the body…that comes from harmony within us individually…that 

lets us sing together. 

There’s a beauty in something that operates as it should…a lovely sound as it goes about its 

business and does what it does.  A factory, an engine or some other sort of machine, a team, a 

family, a church.  When they’re operating as they should, it’s like they’re singing a song. 

~~~~~ 

But people who are all tied up in knots…they don’t sing. 

When you’re all twisted and wrenched and tangled, the last thing you feel like doing is singing 

or speaking with sweet and affirming words. 

God did not design us to live that way.  He designed us to have the joyful lightness and freedom 

of heart that allows words and song to easily flow out of us. 

That kind of speaking…of interacting with one another; that ability to sing…to have what you 

might call a “demeanor of song” about us…that’s the result of living according to the wisdom of 

God. 

That’s what comes from being filled with God’s Spirit. 

That’s what Paul wanted to see at Corinth. 

Not division, but unity. 

Not lives of sin, but lives of purity. 

Not courtroom drama, but the body talking and working together toward peace. 

Paul wanted them to be more concerned with the welfare of others than their own...and to honor 

each other instead of using each other. 

He wanted them to work together instead of competing with each other…to realize they 

needed each other. 

He wanted Corinth to sing! 

That is the atmosphere of those who are filled with God’s Spirit. 

That’s what Paul wanted to see in Corinth. 

And, that’s what Jesus wants to see in every…body that is His…and…in everybody who 

follows Him. 

Peace and encouragement in our speech, not conflict and accusation. 
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Beauty and harmony and song; not ugliness and discord. [ Lights ] 

The end of obnoxious, tangled, complex messes. 

That’s the way God designed us to live, but it’s only possible through the fullness of God’s Spirit. 

Living the way we were designed to live by knowing the big plan. 

But also through listening to the voice of the Spirit in our lives as He speaks and tells us, moment 

by moment, “Go here, do this, say that, don’t say that, stop here, offer this, don’t rush them, don’t 

press him, OK, now’s the time, ask for this, don’t ask for that, apologize, forgive, offer help, tell 

them you love them.” 

The Spirt gives us all that.  The Spirit gives us both the big plan…[ Owner’s Manual ] 

…and also the day to day, moment to moment wisdom we need to unravel the tangles and solve 

even the most complex issues in our lives. 

There is no problem too complex…there is no mess too twisted for God to unravel. 

To believe that there is…to believe that even God can’t solve this…that is to believe the enemy.  

He’s the one who intends to steal, kill and destroy.   

Jesus, on the other hand, came to bring rich full life.2 

And that sort of life comes to us by being filled with God’s Spirit. 

That’s Jesus’ offer and hope for every one of us today. 

If you’ve received Jesus, the Spirit dwells within you.  But would you invite Him to fill you 

completely today? 

So you’ll have the wisdom of God to untangle life’s messes… 

So you can hear God’s voice of guidance for the moment and the day. 

So you’ll know the path to harmony and peace… 

So you’ll be able to say and even sing the words of God to your family and friends and church 

and world? 

~~~~~ 

If you’re living in a tangle today…if there is a problem you’re facing that is just so complicated, 

you don’t even know where to start to straighten it out, would you come and ask the Lord to 

give you wisdom…to fill you with His Spirit such that you might know what and when and how 

to bring resolution… 

Maybe you’d just like to be reminded that He is with you, and that He wants resolution too…and 

that He’s working in His time to make it happen… 

And sometimes being filled with the Spirit means aligning ourselves with His timing…and 

hearing Him say, “I want you to give a little more time here.” 

 
2 John 10:10 
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Closing Prayer: – “Lord, if you are pointing out in any of our lives today these sorts of 

messes…if You’ve been trying to capture our attention…then speak to us today that we’re 

doing it wrong…that this is the way too to resolve it. Would you give us ears to hear You 

today. 

And if there are some here that just realized “I’ve not been listening to the Spirit and I should. I 

don’t feel like the Spirit is speaking to me…even though I know Jesus I don’t feel like the Spirit 

is communicating with me, Lord would you let them invite you to fill them completely…to be 

full of your Spirit…to experience that…and to begin to resolve all of the twisted issues that life 

in our fallen world brings. 

That’s our prayer. We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

~~~~~ 

If you’re living in that place of a twisted, complex mess, and you’d like to ask the Lord to fill 

you, you can do that where you’re seated…you can do that here at the altar. 

I invite you today not to leave here until you have the assurance that the Spirit is within you. 

that He is filling you, and that He has things He’d like to say to you. 

Closing Song: – “Come, Holy Spirit” 

Benediction: – May the Lord bless and keep you all. Amen. 

~  ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All material may be freely used where needed and helpful, but in the interest of integrity,  

please note the source. 


