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Acts 9:10-17 

10 Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a vision, calling, 

“Ananias!” “Yes, Lord!” he replied. 11 The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas. 

When you get there, ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now. 12 I have 

shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so he can see again.” 13 

“But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the terrible things this man has done 

to the believers in Jerusalem! 14 And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls 

upon your name.” 15 But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the 

Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. 16 And I will show him how much he must suffer 

for my name’s sake.” 17 So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, “Brother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your sight and 

be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

=  =  =  =  = 

These last few weeks we’ve looked at what it means for Christ-followers to be filled with God’s 

Holy Spirit.   

Of course, what we’ve done is nowhere near exhaustive; we could talk about this for a year and 

still not capture all that the “fullness of the Spirit” means. 

But these specific elements I’ve talked about come from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesian 

Christians; Ephesians chapter 5.  If you want to look there again…Ephesians 5, beginning in 

verse 18, Paul writes, “Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs…always giving thanks to God the Father for everything.”  

From that passage, we’ve observed, first, that the fullness of the Spirit is something that happens 

after receiving Jesus as our Savior.   

Scripture clearly says that we do receive the Holy Spirit at conversion.  He dwells within us. 

[places half-full jar on pulpit] 

Yet there are still parts of us that are not completely controlled by God’s Spirit after receiving 

Jesus.  There are empty parts of us that we try to fill with all manner of things. 
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God’s intention, though, is to fill us entirely with Himself.   

[illustrates by placing full jar on pulpit] 

That was God’s design for humanity; He made us to live in full intimacy with Him. 

And with that fullness comes specific results in our lives, a few of which Paul tells us about in 

Ephesians. 

First, we experience that satisfaction…that sense of coming home…of doing as we were created 

to do.  The fullness of God’s Spirit allows us to become who we were designed to be. 

The vast majority of people in our world…and frankly many in the Church…are trying to find 

just that…but right here, in the fullness of the Spirit, we have the answer to that God-shaped 

void in our lives. 

~~~~~ 

Second, the fullness of God’s Spirit allows and empowers us, Paul writes, to “speak and sing,” 

which means, to operate, both within ourselves and with each other, with grace and ease and a 

smoothness because we are operating with God’s mind and heart and wisdom instead of our 

own or the world’s. 

The more God gets into us, the more of God comes out of us, and so the more we live and 

interact as He designed us to do.  We sing together, literally, but even more…we work and 

interact together like a well-tuned instrument or a well-oiled machine. 

If their car was well tuned, people used to say, “It runs like a sewing machine.”  That smooth, 

predictable, almost liquid-like operation.   

God’s Spirit, when He’s given total control in our lives, brings that quality to us and our 

relationships. 

~~~~~ 

Paul then says that a third result of being filled with God’s Spirit is a grateful, thankful attitude 

and heart. 

The Spirit empowers us to do what we cannot do apart from Him.   

~~~~~ 

We see certain things Christians are to do and to be in the Bible, and try as we might, we quickly 

realize, “Man, I can’t do that!” 

Just one of those is giving thanks at all times…being thankful in all circumstances.”  We’re 

told several times that that is expected of Christ followers. 

In our own strength, we can never do that.   

But when the Spirit fills us, He gives us God’s power and perspective to be and to do just 

that…among many other things. 

~~~~~ 
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So the fullness of God’s Spirit fills that empty space within us… 

He allows us to “sing” together… 

and He empowers us to always be thankful. 

Ephesians 5 says those are just some of the results of the fullness of God’s Spirit in the Christ-

follower’s life. 

But there is one more Paul mentions there in verse 21.  Paul says, “Submit to one another out 

of reverence for Christ.” 

We read that and we say, “Wait a minute…but what about me?” 

Ah…that is the natural human response to the whole idea of being submissive to others…and 

just like “giving thanks in all circumstances,” so is having a submissive attitude and heart toward 

others something that, due to the self-centered hearts we were all born with, we are simply not 

born able to do. 

But…the fullness of God’s Spirit within us can change that.  The Spirit allows Christ followers 

to have a submissive heart. 

That’s because with God’s Spirit filling us inside, that me-first perspective that we were all born 

with is replaced with a God-first perspective…and that, in turn, restores both us and the people 

around us to their rightful place of value and worth, which then removes the threat that 

submitting to others so often produces. 

One of the most striking evidences of the fullness of the Spirit in a believer’s life is their ability 

to joyfully submit to others, since submission so radically goes against the human grain with 

which we were born.    

In the spirt-filled heart, rigidity is replaced by flexibility…. 

and self-good and self-preservation is replaced by concern and compassion for the good 

and preservation of others. 

It is the very heart of God overtaking and then transforming our own. 

~~~~~ 

Now, submission may still not be pleasant at times, but it’s willingly practiced “for Jesus’ sake.”   

That’s what’s important about that last part of what Paul says in verse 21:  “Submit to one 

another out of reverence for Christ.” 

Reverence for Christ means that which honors Jesus, and since we are all members of His body, 

to disrupt His body dishonors Jesus.  That’s why we do all we can to submit to each other by 

the power of His Spirit within us. 

~~~~~ 

Today is Pentecost Sunday; that’s the day God’s Spirit came and filled those earliest believers for 

the very first time. 



- 4 - 
 

Before that happened…before Pentecost, the disciples often bickered and quarreled with one 

another. 

But not afterward. 

Now, they still did not always agree with each other, but after Pentecost, that self-

importance and self-seeking and self-will within them seem to all but disappear.   

Suddenly they no longer needed to be the loudest voice in the room or to have the last 

word in the discussion. 

That is what the filling of the Spirit does.  Spirit-filled believers do all they can, as Paul said 

earlier in Ephesians, “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,”1 and you know, 

that Spirit-created peace in the early Church was one of the largest contributors to her health 

and influence and power in the world. 

At her best, the early church did what no group of people could ever, humanly do:  they cared as 

much about others’ good as about their own good. 

Where does that ever happen in the world? 

It doesn’t.  It only happens in the Church…because only God’s Spirit can create that.  

Using Paul’s human body image of the Church, it’s only the Spirit that enables a Christian to 

graciously be a lesser part and not demand to be a greater part; to be fine with being a fingernail 

and not a foot, or a hair instead of a head. 

That’s evidence of the power and presence of God’s Spirit. 

~~~~~ 

Now, let me say, to “submit out of reverence for Christ” is not to have no opinion, or to be OK 

with anything and everything, or to roll over and play dead at any hint of conflict. 

Christ followers simply cannot be OK with ungodliness and honor Jesus at the same 

time. 

Remember, it’s “reverence for Christ” that controls when, to whom, and how we are to be 

submissive. 

~~~~~ 

So…when should we be submissive? 

Theologian and professor Richard Taylor makes two suggestions.2 

First, when the health and peace of the church will be harmed if we don’t. 

Now, certainly we will speak the truth in love and we will let our opinion be known in the 

appropriate way and time, but we will not mow down the opinions of others or insist on our 

way with the threat of walking out if we don’t get it.   

 
1 Ephesians 4:3 
2 Taylor, Richard S.  What Does It Mean To Be Filled With The Spirit? Beacon Hill Press. Kansas City. 1995. 
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We understand that it’s far better to lose a debate than to hurt the body. 

~~~~~ 

And then second, Taylor says we should be submissive when the honor of Jesus Himself is 

not at stake. 

What that means is… 

if the issue is so fundamental that yielding will betray the core of the faith… 

or if the issue involves a tactic that would risk the world’s confidence in the Church, 

then we should stand absolutely immovable… 

refusing to submit ourselves to wrong. 

But if the issue doesn’t rise to those levels, then submission is in order. 

~~~~~ 

But let me also say, even in those most fundamental situations, the Spirit wants to help us take 

our stand in the way that involves fairness, calm and courtesy…because the fact is, being right 

is one of the most dangerous places a believer can be.   

It’s kind of like being rich…your true heart is revealed in how you handle it. 

We’ve all known people who’ve made a god out of being right…and some of their most 

impassioned worship is of the god of their rightness. 

God has been supposedly defended in some very ungodly ways.  Rudeness is never a gift of the 

Spirit.  

Satan, our enemy, is very skilled at confusing our motives, which is why we need God’s Spirit 

to help us see ourselves and our motives for what they really are. 

~~~~~ 

The fact is, most issues that split Christ’s body today involve truly minor things…opinions 

about things that are not essential to the faith. 

In those things, a Spirit-filled person may (or may not) have better discernment than someone 

else, but regardless, a Spirit-filled person will never loudly proclaim that they have the one and 

only direct line to God about this or that.   

The Spirit does help us exert influence in the direction we believe is right, but He will never 

allow us to believe that we, alone, are the only one to whom God speaks. 

The Spirit-filled Christ-follower is the person who gets up every morning and prays, 

“Lord, today, help me be part of the solution and not part of the problem.” 

~~~~~ 

That’s when we are to be submissive. 
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~~~~~ 

And then, too whom will the Spirit help us be submissive? 

The Bible is pretty clear on that. 

The fact that this verse comes right before a passage on the relationship between husband and 

wife and children and parents is significant.   

Christian submission in the overarching quality that allows the different family roles to function 

well.  You might say that submission is what allows families to sing together, because there’s no 

belittling or domineering.   

There’s no demanding my way or the highway.   

There’s no resentment when asked to give honor and respect and investment and time 

where it’s due. 

Next to the church, God made the Christian family to be the most powerful witness for Jesus in 

the world – working in harmony, submitting to each other in love, all for the sake of the other’s 

well-being. 

Now, our brokenness makes that not always easy to do – even for people who truly love one 

another…and God knows that, which is exactly why He sent His Spirit to help us. 

That’s what a good part of Ephesians 5 and 6 are about. 

~~~~~ 

Ephesians 6 also talks about the relationship between Christian masters and slaves in Paul’s day, 

which certainly applies to Christian bosses and employees today.   

Submissive hearts in that realm eliminates the using of people, the taking advantage of people, 

and the gossipy grumbling against those above, below or around us.  There’s no place for that 

sort of thing in Christian conduct, and if we’d welcome the Spirit to shape us in those ways, our 

workplaces could sing of Jesus to the world too. 

~~~~~ 

And then, the Bible also clearly talks about our responsibility to submit to those who rule over 

us.3   

Scripture says those in leadership are worthy of our submission, presuming the parameters about 

honoring Jesus that I’ve already mentioned.   

Doing so brings honor to God and His will and way. 

~~~~~ 

Never submit to ungodliness, no matter who propagates it; but do submit when it’s, as are most 

cases, just about opinion. 

 
3 Hebrews 13:17 
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Actually, some people don’t really need the Spirit to be submissive.   

They’re already too submissive… 
to everything… 

including the wrong things.   

Those persons need the power and influence that comes with the Spirit’s fullness to help them be 

strong and honor Jesus. 

~~~~~ 

And then, there are others who never submit to anyone.  Taylor says they’re like the old man 

whose iron will had ruled the church for years.  He blocked every attempt at making a forward 

move and anything he didn’t like, to the point that when he found out people were praying for 

the Lord to take him to heaven, he stood up and said, “I’ll have you know I will not go!” 

That’s why we so much need the Spirit’s power and wisdom in this area. 

~~~~~ 

I chose today’s text from Acts 9 because it’s a great illustration of Christian submission.  

Ananias was a follower of Jesus, going about his day when, out of the blue, the Lord asked him 

to drop his plans and do something that was undoubtedly very surprising and even threatening.   

He knew who Saul, or Paul, was and Ananias expressed his opinion of this idea in his “discussion” 

with the Lord.  Yet in the end, verse 17 there tells us, “So Ananias went…” 

“So Ananias went.”  There is the submissive spirit.  Ananias honored Jesus in doing what was 

asked of him, though his own judgement told him otherwise. 

~~~~~ 

And then there’s Paul. 

Paul was a big kahuna in the Jewish world.  He was a guy who was used to getting his own 

way…to having the last word…and to being the smartest one in the room. 

But here…to Ananias – a relative nobody in every earthly way – Paul agrees to submit 

himself.   

And then, Paul submits himself to the Christians of Damascus – some probably slaves, most of 

them nobodies, many of them very likely slimy Gentiles…Paul submitted himself and listened to 

them and learned from them. 

You see, that sort of change in a person’s constitution only happens by direct, divine 

intervention.  That’s what the Holy Spirit does. 

God wanted this for Paul so Paul could be the influence for Jesus in the world that God wanted 

Him to be.  That’s why God sent Ananias to him to say there in verse 17, “Brother…the Lord 

Jesus…has sent me so that you might regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

Paul himself is evidence of the sort of change in a person God wants to make through the 

fullness of His Spirit. 
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This is exactly what Jesus, in John 7, had in mind when He said, “Whoever believes in me, as 

Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”   

Right after that, John, making sure we understand, explains, “By this Jesus meant the Spirit, 

whom those who believed in Him were later to receive.”4 

It’s God’s Spirit who powers the Christian life, so being filled with His Spirit is not some optional 

add-on to Christianity. 

The fullness of the Spirit is an integral part of the equipment God wants to give us in order 

to please Him, and in order to become all He designed us to be in the first place. 

But…just like we can choose or reject Jesus, we can choose or reject His Spirit. 

And there are big consequences to both. 

So…would you be filled with God’s Spirit? 

It’s pretty simple, really. 

Taylor writes, “The key to our understanding of just how simple it is to be filled with God’s 

Spirit is Luke 11:13, where Jesus says, “If you, though you are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaving give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask Him?” 

You see, this is all about the parent / child relationship.”   

The promise of the Spirit is to God’s children…those who’ve received Jesus, but who need the 

Spirit’s sanctifying power.  We’re simply to ask our Heavenly Father for this gift.   

And God eagerly waits for all in Christ to ask.  We see this in Jesus’ words, “How much 

more!” 

How much more does God want for His children! 

He eagerly waits, even today, for us to ask. 

Are you ready to ask?   

Listen, this is not some wild decision based in some over-emotional response.  This is a rational 

decision to choose to live the way God made us…and will equip us…to live.  

Ask God to fill you with His Spirit, listen for Him as He responds, and then do whatever He says, 

so the Spirit can fill you and shape you and use you.  

Any day is a great day for this, but Pentecost Sunday would be an especially great day.  If you 

want to ask God the Father to fill you with His Spirit today, pray along with me from your heart 

something like this: 

“Father, please give me Your Promised gift…fill me with Your Spirit.  I want Him to 

search every part of my heart and attitude and motive, and to cleanse me of anything He 

finds that is unlike You.  Here and now, I give Your Spirit all the keys to all of me.   

“I’ll listen to His guidance in all things and I’ll let Him take away any part, plan 

or person He does not approve.   

“I am happy to receive whatever He has, or does not have, for me to do. 

“I will not grab the controls and drive off down my own path. 

 
4 John 7:38-39 
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“And Father above all, would you take away from within me anything that wants to 

whittle down this prayer…anything within me that, even now, is saying, ‘You don’t really 

want to do this.’ 

“I do want to do this.  I let go of myself and give myself totally to you.” 

If you’ll pray that prayer…and mean it, you can take God at His word.  God will give His children 

His Spirit. 

~~~~~ 
Invitation: 

 You may pray it…you may want to come to the altar to pray…make an altar where you are. 

We’re going to sing in closing. It’s the same kind of prayer: “Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh 

on me.”  

If the is the day for you to be filled with God’s Spirit, invite Him, ask Him…and like the good 

Father He is, He will never turn His children away. 

Closing Song: – “Spirit of the Living God” 

Closing Word & Benediction: 

If you’ve asked God to fill you with His Spirit, then regardless of how you might feel, believe in 

faith that He’s doing that, because we know it’s God’s will and we know God keeps His word.   

The Devil will try to say, “That never happened.”  Don’t listen to that. 

Whether or not you sense or feel anything today doesn’t matter.  Don’t insist on feeling either 

this way or that, because then you’ll believe your feelings instead of God. 

But here’s what will happen: you’ll find in the days ahead something happening inside you…you’ll 

become increasingly aware of God’s presence meeting you, lifting you up, and speaking to you.  

Listen for His voice…His will always be the voice of the wholesome, pure choice. 

He’ll challenge you, prompt you to do things that bring you closer to Him and to improve 

yourself for Jesus’ sake…and always in the holiest of ways…never on any path of doubt or 

compromise. 

Richard Taylor writes, “In the end, if we’ll listen to the Spirit, and not the enemy or our 

own wild impulses, we’ll know the comfort of living a Spirit-filled life, and we’ll discover 

that along the way, we’ve left a trail of holy influences that have drawn others to Jesus 

and enlarged God’s Kingdom.”5 

That’s what God seeks for everyone of His followers…to be Kingdom builders, Kingdom 

enlargers…and to be filled with His Spirit. 

Thank you for coming to worship today. The Lord bless and keep you. Amen 

~  ~ 

All material may be freely used where needed and helpful, but in the interest of integrity,  

please note the source. 

 
5 Ibid. p.70. 


