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Proverbs 10:22-25

22 The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, and He adds no trouble to it. 28 A fool finds pleasure in evil
conduct, but a man of understanding delights in wisdom. 24 What the wicked dreads will overtake him;
what the righteous desire will be granted. 25 When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the
righteous stand firm forever.

For several weeks here, we've been looking at the relationship between faith and
finance...between spiritual and financial things...and some of the effects this relationship has on
our global economies.

That first week, we looked at Genesis one where God told humanity to be fruitful and
multiply...to take control of the earth and subdue it, but we said that the sexual immorality that
is rampant in our nation has diminished our ability to be fruitful...to have children and develop

Biblical families...and that lack of fruitfulness has, and will cost the global west, economically.
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The next week, we looked at Paul’s words to Timothy about how the love of money is the root
of all evil, and how the pursuit of money “pierces people with many griefs.” The pursuit of
money wounds people when we put wealth in the place of God in our lives.
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The next week, we looked at Ezekiel's explanation of how Israel suffered because of poor
shepherds — evil kings and priests who led God’s people — astray...and we talked about the
damage done by poor shepherds in our world today.

Nations, businesses, churches and families all around the world suffer tremendously because their
own leaders...their own shepherds enrich themselves at their sheep’s expense, which is all but
guaranteed to happen, sooner or later, wherever leaders push God and His standards to the side.
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Last week, we looked at Paul’s endorsement of Jesus’ principle:
“it’s better to give than to receive.”



Our world is convinced of the opposite. Our world says the highest good is the pursuit of our
own health, wealth and power.

Scripture says, though, that, in and of themselves, health, wealth and power are not bad
things...but if they become our ultimate goals and goods...if we pursue them above all else, we

tail to really follow Jesus.

Jesus gave up His life and future and any reward of this world for the sake of God’s will and
Kingdom.

The Apostle Paul didn’t want to stand before Jesus one day and try to explain why he invested
in this world as if it was forever, while neglecting the world to come as if it would never arrive.

We don’t want to do that either. In the grand scheme of eternity, it really is much, much better

to give.
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We end this series today with a benediction — a good word — from Proverbs chapter ten, if you'd

care to turn back there with me.

I've mentioned before how the book of Proverbs can be challenging to preach from because of its

genre.

Proverbs is a collection of, well, proverbs...which are principles...wise truths about good and
Godly ways to live ... and you have to be careful preaching from here, because compared to most

Scripture, proverbs carry a limited context.

Every proverb says something that is generally true, but they all leave more to be said about

whatever specific topic they're dealing with.

Like Proverbs 22:6
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he’ll not depart from
it.”

That’s a wise and godly principle that, if we practice it, we give ourselves the best opportunity

for success.
But it’s not a guaranteed promise, is it?

Ifit were, God would be guilty of breaking His promise, because we all know people who've done
a great job rearing their children and yet their children, as they age, do, indeed, depart from
God’s ways.

How do you explain that?

Well, in this case, the larger Scriptural context that we have to take into consideration is that
people are made in God’s image...

which means people have a free will...

which means people are responsible for themselves...

which means...people are able to ignore good parenting and strike out on their own if they

want to, as sad as that is.



That’s why I say Proverbs are words of wisdom that generally prove true...like this one today
In verse 25:
“When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm

forever.”

If there is one theme that really dominates the book of Proverbs, it’s that the righteous will
prosper and the wicked will be condemned. Almost a fourth of the book deals with that principle.

And it’s a principle the Hebrew people hung on to, even though they didn’t understand the eternal
nature of these things like we do.

The Jews expected all of God’s justice to be meted out in the here and now.

We who stand on this side of Jesus’ cross and empty tomb though...we can see this through
more eternal eyes.

Jesus enlarges this principle.

But He does more than enlarge it.

[f we consider what Jesus Himself said about the wicked and the righteous, we find that He makes
proverb more than just a general wisdom principle.

The New Testament, broadly, and Jesus specifically, speaks plainly and repeatedly of the eternal
reward for the faithful and the condemnation of the wicked, and in doing that, Jesus takes this
general principle and crystallizes it into a specific promise for His people.

He makes the proverb more than just a proverb.

For example, Jesus says in Matthew 7,
“The wise man builds his house upon the rock and when the storms come, he survives.
The foolish,” on the other hand, “build their houses upon the sand, and the storms
destroy them.”

The foolish won’t stand in crisis, but the wise will because of their foundation.

Or what Jesus declares in John 11:
“The ones who believes in me, though they die, yet shall they live.”

The parable of the wheat and the tares,? where the righteous survive, but the evil are

destroyed.
The parable of the sheep and the goats gives the same promise.?

The parable of the rich man and Lazarus — a very specific, personal example where a

righteous person is rewarded and an evil person punished.*
All of that comes from Jesus.

We see the same in the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5.

"John 11:25

2 Matthew 13:24-30
3 Matthew 25:31-46
4Luke 16:19-31



“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven.”

In all these places, and lots more, Jesus takes the proverb...the principle...and makes it a

promise His own can depend on.

He doesn’t do that with all the proverbs, but He does with this one.
“When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm
forever.”

Jesus says we can count on this: those who do God’s will are going to endure, but those who

don’t will not.

That is the good word with which I want to close this series: those who seriously follow Jesus

will most certainly survive life’s storms.

When things get hard here...those who do the right thing, the good thing, the Biblical and godly
thing...those who walk and live in faith...they — we — will endure.
Proverbs declares it.

Jesus confirms it.
And this helps me understand a few things about life’s ups and downs.

For example, this helps me to know that there will indeed be storms in life — even for the faithful
Christ-follower.

We can expect that there will be some storms in our lives.
You say, “well duh...who doesn’t know that?”

Well, here’s the thing: there’s some bad theology out there that says that, if you're a believer and
a storm has come upon you, it’s automatically because of some wrong you did or some weakness
in your faith.

Not all that long ago, I ran into someone at a hospital whose pastor told them just that.
They’d had tragedy after tragedy in their family, and their pastor demanded to know what
they’d done that God was punishing them for.

Now, it’s true that there are times that we do create our own storms by the dumb
things that we do.

But that’s certainly not always the case.

Just because we live in a broken world, storms come to all of us...and very often their coming
has nothing at all to do with our own righteousness or behavior or faith.

So when you're tempted to think that every storm is somehow your fault...when the enemy tries
to lay that kind of guilt upon you, remember — storms come to us all.

Think about Job. His friends tried to convince him that he was to blame for all his troubles.

Yet God said otherwise, didn’t He? In fact, God reprimanded Job’s friends for trying to tell Job

that his problems...his storms...were all his fault.
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They weren’t.
Job was righteous; yet storms did beat against his door.

Just like Jesus told the crowds in Matthew 5...the sun shines and the rain falls on the righteous

and unrighteous alike.?
That's just the simple consequence of living in a broken world — life will have it’s share of storms.

NN A A~ A~

A second thing I learn from this proverb is that we can have confidence and peace in the midst
life’s storms.

We can stand against the storms because we stand in Jesus — in His righteousness — and when

we stand there, by faith, we will stand firm forever.

“Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm.” That’s how the hymnwriter

put it, and it’s really true.
Not even the strongest storm can pull us under, so long as we stand in Jesus.
[ mean, the worst that any storm can do is kill us, right?

But since, in Jesus, death has been swallowed up in victory...since Jesus promises that, though
we die, yet shall we live...what can even the strongest storm really do to us?
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Now, please understand...I'm not making light of life’s storms, and certainly not of the grief of
death. Not at all.

Life’s storms are real, and they wound us deeply.

Most of us are weathering some sort of storm right now.
Some of us are living through relational storms...people we love have hurt us, or rejected us,
or left us, and we're dealing with those consequences.
Some are weathering parental storms with children who are making crazy decisions.
Some of us are dealing with storms of grief or change or uncertainty that we weren’t
expecting.

And then, of course, there are the financial storms that we all go through in one way and time or
another.
Prices are too high.
Interest rates that keep us from moving forward.
Utility and insurance costs that suddenly spike.
Unexpected bills.
Too much month at the end of the money.

Life has it’s share of storms, but please hear this: no matter what the storm, in Jesus, you will
stand.

5 Matthew 5:45



In Jesus, I will stand.

We will stand together, no matter what the storm, if we’ll take hold of Jesus, the Rock, and
hold on.

NN AN AN~

1) There will be storms in life.

2) The righteous, in Jesus, will stand through them.
A third thing this proverb tells me is that the storm will pass.
1) The storms will come;
2) in their midst, the righteous will stand, and then,
3) the storm will pass.
“When the storm has swept by,” the verse says.
Storms don’t last forever.

I know that, in the midst of them, storms seem eternal, but they are not. Every storm passes by,
and if we're in Christ, we can know that we will outlast even the darkest clouds and the strongest
gales.

1) Storms will come — expect them.

2) The righteous in Jesus will stand — take courage.

3) The storm will pass — have faith.

NN AN AN A

4) And then fourth...and I confess this text does not say this, but other Scripture, plus reason,
tradition, experience all tell me it’s true: we will be stronger after the storm than we were before

it came.
The storms of life can help us.

For those in Jesus, there is a cleansing effect to storms — a strengthening and refining that make
them worthwhile.

This is not, in any way, to say that God delights in our pain. Not at all. God didn’t create us
to suffer.

But God does use that pain that comes to us in life’s storms.

God uses everything, you know? He’s the ultimate conservationist. He makes all things work

together for good for those who love Him.¢

*  We'll be purer after the storm, because hardship’s fire refines us.
*  We'll be stronger after the storm, because we’ll have learned how to stand under a weight.
*  Our faith will be deeper after the storm, because our grip on Jesus will be tighter.

8 Romans 8:28



And often, our lives will even be cleaner after the storm, because the storm exposes all the

unnecessary and ungodly junk that’s accumulated around us.

You see, when the wind is blowing hard, we can’t hold on to Jesus and all our junk at the same

time, so if we're smart, we let go of the junk.

NN AN AN A~

In the spring, when the big winds come, they blow down all the dead wood from up in the trees.
That makes the tree healthier.

In the fall, I love it when a strong storm comes from the south, because when the wind blows
trom the south, it blows all the leaves that have fallen in my yard into the yard next door...
Ccongregation laughs] ... and then right on down the street.

It we'll let them, storms can help clean up our lives.

1) Storms will come.

2) In Jesus, we will stand.

3) Storms will pass.

4) And after they pass, we find the storm cleansed and refined and strengthened us. The storm
made us better.

NN AN A~

There’s an old Amy Grant song that speaks to this. She said:

“The same sun that melts the wax can harden clay,
and the same rain that drowns the rat will grow the hay,
and the mighty wind that knocks us down, if we'll lean into it, will drive our fears away.”

That’s a great picture of the two ways people handle life’s storms.

Some people let the sun harden them and they let the rain drown them and they let the wind
knock them down.

That doesn’t have to be the case for those in Jesus though, because in Him, we have a rock...we
have a shelter, and a foundation that does not move.

If we hold to Jesus in faith,
the heat of the sun can soften us
and the rain can grow us
and the wind can purify us and strengthen us

and drive fear out of us.
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All are benefits of following Jesus. Do you know those benefits? Do you know Jesus?
Do you know Him in this way? Is He the foundation of your life?
Even with all the storms in our world today, no one needs to live in fear. Jesus wants to see you

through — to be every person’s rock in a stormy world.
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So let Him be that for you...even today He will. You can ask Him to forgive you of your sin.
You can ask Him to be your savior and make Him the Lord of your life. You can do that right
here today if you haven’t already.

NN AN AN~

Then again, maybe you do know Jesus today, but you're going through some sort of storm, and
this morning, you just need to admit to Him that you need Him...that you're depending on Him
to see you through. If you need to do that this morning; do that. Say to Him,
“Lord, I recognize this storm in my life, and it makes me realize even more profoundly that
I'm depending on you to see me through.”
Now, you can do in your seat there, but if you'd like to come and just have someone simply pray
over you...not some long counseling session... but just a prayer that Jesus would help you stand
until the storm passes. If you'd like to do that, you're welcome to come to the altar.

You can come in the midst of your storm and say, “Jesus, I need you to help me to stand. Help
me to know the storm will pass, and teach me what you need to teach me.

[ Prayer:]
Lord, thank you that you are faithful...that you are with us...that you walk with us and stand
with us. You uphold us even in life’s storms.

Lord, help us to trust you for this, and help us to lean on you, and help the storm to make us
better standing with you. In your name we pray. Amen

~ A~ A~

Closing Song: “A Shelter in the Time of Storm”

[ Pastor interjects into singing to say:]
This is atypical because this is an upbeat song. You are used to coming to the altar when there is
some deep, slow, emotional kind of song, but this is a declaration we are making.

When you come and say, “Jesus, I'm depending on you,” there are no better words than this song.
You can come, you can sing, you can smile, and you can look to Jesus and say, “I am declaring
that I need you in my life through this storm.”

If you'd like to come, I'll briefly pray with you, and we’ll close the service. [people respond as
SInging continues ]

Closing Word & Benediction:

This is a good word for all who encounter storms in this world...and that means all of us. Jesus
walks with us...and Jesus brings us through. If you know Jesus, you can be confident and secure
in that. If you don’t know Jesus, receive him today and know the peace that comes from walking
with Him.

Again, if you would like to have a word of prayer, come and we’ll do that. If you need to go, thank
you for coming to worship. The Lord bless and keep you. Amen

~>O~

All material may be freely used where needed and helpful, but in the interest of integrity,
please note the source.
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