Pastor’s Update, Saturday, March 20, 2021
Happy Saturday WFMC Family!
Link to Morning Worship Live-stream (becomes live at 8:20a)
Morning Worship: We continue with our “normal” Sunday schedule, with in-person worship gatherings at 8:30a and
11:00a, and Sunday school, and Youth and Adult Bible Fellowships at 9:45a. Inside the buildings on the church campus,
please wear masks when you’re within six feet of others and while singing.
At-home worshippers will find a copy of the worship folder and songs attached / below.

Two New Weekly Newsletters Now Available Electronically: The first from Free Methodist Communications - Light and
Life Weekly Magazine and second, a Weekly Newsletter From the Free Methodist Foundation.

Vacation Bible School - 2021 WFMC is planning a day-long VBS on June 7 at the property of Ben & Nichole Shafer (rain
dates of June 8 or 10). The theme is God's Creation and includes a variety of outdoor activities and Bible lessons for the
kids, grades K through 5th. We would meet at the church at 8:15am and be back around 2:45pm. Children would bring
their own sack lunches and masks would be required in the vans, but not outside.
Interested in volunteering to help and/or sending your children? Click here to complete the VBS survey.

A Helpful Article At least I found it so, from Chip Ingram (Decision Magazine.)
If we are entering a new epoch in history, how do Christians need to live? We’re living in a world right now that’s different
from any other time in our lives. COVID-19 is the greatest global disturbance that we have ever seen.
It has brought with it big questions: What now, and what’s next? Where do we go from here? What things will never
return? And even more important, what is God up to, and what is our part in this drastically changing world?
I’ve come to three conclusions. First, we will never return to “normal.” Second, we can rebuild. Third, now is not the time to
mourn the past, but to innovate, to dream, to lead, to be bold and to recognize that God is “shaking the world so that the
things that can be shaken will be shaken and the things that cannot be shaken will remain” (Cf. Hebrews 12:27).
Those who study history tell us that about every hundred years we enter a new era, a major shift in how life works. And
about every 400 to 500 years, we enter a new epoch where drastic shifts alter the course of history forever. Think of major
shifts like the fall of the Roman Empire, the rise of Christianity or the Reformation. This global pandemic, in concert with the
shifts of power globally; massive economic challenges; the surging impact of technology; the decline of the nuclear family;
distrust of major institutions; and the growing polarization around race and politics, has created the perfect storm for
drastic change.
I think it’s safe to say we have begun a new era and possibly launched the beginning of a new epoch. I believe that now is
the time to be Christians who live like Christians so the church can do what God has promised and purposed it to do. What
does that look like? Allow me to summarize what I believe we must do by using an acronym to help us remember Who and
what is most important—C.H.R.I.S.T.
Christ, Not Causes

There are many important causes, but we must focus on the priority and the centrality of Christ. It’s not that causes are
unimportant, but they are secondary. As believers, we need, first and foremost, to focus on the Person of Christ.
I would suggest that many causes will be best served when followers of Jesus return to their first love. Some causes have
begun to take a higher priority in the church and in individuals’ lives than Jesus. And these secondary issues are causing
division in the Body of Christ. However, when we focus our devotion on Him and His Word, we will treat one another as
brothers and sisters (see John 13:34-35). We’ll address various causes, but we will be unified first in our commitment to
Him and one another.
Healing, Not Hostility
Jesus came at a time when there was great hostility. There were class struggles between the poor and the very rich. There
was political division and oppression. There was great disease. Jesus’ response: He healed the sick, fed the poor, instructed
the rich to be generous and taught us to be peacemakers. We, as followers of Christ, need to focus on healing, not hostility.
We need to be asking: How do we help people? How, in humility, do we speak the truth in love as we meet the needs of
others?
“As far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. … ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink.’ … Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:18, 20-21, NIV). And that has
to begin in our homes, our small groups, our neighborhood, our workplace, our churches, our communities.
Relationships, Not Real Estate
If there’s anything we’ve learned from this pandemic, it’s that people are desperate for community and relationships. And
we in the church have to admit that we’ve too often measured our growth by our buildings, our real estate and the number
of people coming to our services. We’ve taken the practices of business and mass marketing and tried to mass-produce
disciples.
Now is the time to ask ourselves, “How is that really working? What does the average Christian’s life look like?” We have
many decisions, but few disciples. We now have the opportunity to create new ways to connect hurting people who have
experienced some of the greatest challenges and pain of their lives.
Relationships are at the heart of Christianity. “If you abide in me,” Jesus said, “and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you” (John 15:7, ESV). “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends” (John 15:13, ESV). You don’t lay down your life for brothers and sisters by attending religious activities. There’s a
role for services and programs, but we have to get back to the heart of discipleship, and the heart is deep, authentic
relationships.
Innovation, Not Indignation
As things change rapidly, the temptation for some of us is to be indignant. “It used to be like this; now you’re changing my
church, my world.” And there’s an anger and resentment that can breed as people lose predictability and control.
It’s hard to change traditions. But the drastic upheaval we’re seeing creates an opportunity to innovate like never before.
Many no longer drive to work. The rhythms of life have changed. How we communicate has changed. How we give. How we
love one another. We need to shift from the organizational, collective focus of our churches, which developed passive
believers, to: “What is the individual calling that God has on each of our lives?” Now is the time to equip every believer to
be a difference-maker in their sphere of influence.

Substance, Not Success
My generation needs to own this: Our kids, teens and young adults don’t know the Bible, and research indicates most of
their parents aren’t regularly in the Bible either. They don’t know theology or why it matters. We need to return to truth.
And I don’t mean teaching it in a perfunctory way that people can simply quote things. I’m talking about the radical study
and engagement in God’s Word that creates parents living out their faith in such a way that kids learn by “catching” it from
their passion, character and example.
Trust, Not Technology
Technology and science are the new gods of our world. They promise to deliver us from all our problems. We need to
leverage technology, but put our trust in God and His Word. Trust His promises. Trust one another. Trust in the institution
of marriage. Trust in the institution of the church.
Technology is a wonderful thing, but its excess and overuse is negatively transforming God’s people to embrace the values
of the world. Technology champions progress; yet now it curates your life and reinforces your prejudices. The Utopia it
promises is a myth. Its value is great only when used with wisdom and restraint.
New epoch or not, the core issue in all humanity, for all time, is the issue of the human heart. It doesn’t matter whether
your IQ is high or low, whether you’re rich or poor, black, brown, white or Asian. The heart must be healed, the truth must
be taught and love must be lived out, and the only One who can heal, restore and empower is the Lord Jesus Christ.

First Trust Covid Tracker My financial advisor sends these every once in a while and I find them helpful – see below /
attached.

And Finally, In The Interest Of Keeping Our Senses of Humor –

Peace and Blessings, Sisters and Brothers,
Pastor Daryl

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS—WEEK OF MARCH 21, 2021
TODAY
8:00a
8:30a
9:40a
11:00a

MONDAY
10:00a

TUESDAY
6:30a
8:00a
9:30a
6:30p
7:00p
7:00p
WEDNESDAY
4:50p
7:00p

8:15p
THURSDAY
12:00n
4:30p

The Passion Places: The Government
John 18:28-37

Pastor Daryl

Pre– Service Prayer—B106
Morning Worship I—Sanctuary & B200-B201 Overflow
Nursery—Building B Preschool Wing
Children’s Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible Fellowships
Nursery—Building B Preschool Wing
Morning Worship II—Sanctuary & B200-B201 Overflow
Nursery—Building B Preschool Wing children under 4 years
NO Youth Handbell Choir (Resumes April 11)
Ladies’ Bible Study via Zoom;
(contact Peggy Welch for Zoom link / 859-338-4378)
Men’s Prayer Meeting—A200
Ladies’ Prayer Meeting—A200
Ladies Bible Study (Moore & Cook)—B203
Blessings Handbell Choir— Sanctuary
Men’s Bible Study
Men’s Basketball
Bible Quizzing—B100s
Adult Prayer Meeting
Evangelism Seminar—B103
FM Youth—Building C
Children Grades K through 5—A106
Pre-School (4 and under)—Building B Preschool Wing
Nursery—Building B Preschool Wing
BOA

CHRIST BEFORE PILATE
Duccio Di Buoninsegna, ca 1255-1319

TOPS—A200
Youth Open Gym

FRIDAY
8:00a
Youth Prayer Breakfast—Building C Great Hall
9:00a-12:30p HS/MS Virtual Café — C202
10:00a-12:00n Moms Pray & Play—Building C Great Hall

RECORDINGS OF ALL MESSAGES ARE AVAILABLE.

SATURDAY

Note “Message” and date on a Communication Card at the Welcome
Center, and pick up your CD the following Sunday. Messages
(audio, video and print) may also be downloaded at wilmorefmc.org.

IN THESE STRANGE DAYS, we are worshipping in different ways,
including not using common offering plates or communion elements.
We’re not greeting one another with hugs or hand-shakes, and we’re
wearing masks when less than 6 feet from others indoors and while singing. Due to virus spread, most of our vocal music ministries groups are
on hold. All this, like so many other parts of life, is very different, and the
need for it is passing quickly, but until then, thank you for loving one
another in these ways.

PRAYER SEEKING SALVATION: Lord Jesus, I know I have sinned against You. I believe that
You died for me, and I place my trust in You. Forgive my sins and save me from the judgment to
come. Help me to turn from my sin and live a life wholly devoted to You.

PRAYER SEEKING SANCTIFICATION: Lord Jesus, I recognize my need for holiness. Purify
me of all that is unlike You, fill me with Your Holy Spirit until I am totally Yours, and set me apart
for Your purposes from this day forward.
If you seek or have found salvation or sanctification today, please let a member
of the pastoral staff know. We’re here to help you on your journey.

WILMORE

FREE METHODIST CHURCH
MARCH 21, 2021
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
OFFICE@ WFMC.NET

2

WWW. WILMOREFMC.ORG

859.858.3521

Welcome to worship at WFMC!
Here are some helpful notes if you are new.

THE COMMUNICATION CARD is key to allowing
us to welcome you fully. Please fill it out and drop it
in the gold box after worship. We won’t harass you, but we’d love to send a
welcoming note.
THE WORSHIP GUIDE in this folder leads through our service. We try to use
elements, liturgy, music and sacraments from a variety of Christian traditions to
help lead people of all ages, stages, and tastes into God’s presence. Worship is
participatory, so please join in prayer, word, giving, and song.
NURSERY/CHILDCARE for children up to 4 years is available all morning in
the Pre-school Complex, Building B.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP (CW, age 4 through grade 3) is available in the 8:30a
service only. After the Children’s Time, children are escorted by CW Staff to
A106. Following 8:30 worship, parents of children ages 4 through Kindergarten
must pick up their children from Room A106. Children in grades 1-3 will be taken
to their Sunday School classroom.
HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available in the foyer.
WHEELCHAIR SEATING is readily available in the center aisle or an usher will
be glad to remove a sanctuary chair for your convenience.

PRAYER FOCUS: Let’s keep praying for those who are rebuilding from the
flooding in our state, for those suffering from the shooting in Atlanta, and for the
ongoing crisis at our southern border.
WORLD MISSION FOCUS: COLOMBIA: Pray for Thad and Nikki Roller as they
establish their new church-planting and prayer ministries near Bogota. Pray for
daughters Ellie and Evie.

 A LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDE FOR CHILDREN is located in the foyer on
the credenza below the world map. "What Do I See at Calvary" is a booklet
that includes a daily reading and prayer, focusing on different parts of the
Easter story. Take one home today and experience the season of Lent with
your children in a new way.
MEMBERSHIP CLASS: Mark your calendar for the next Membership
Class, a Saturday seminar April 10, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, in room A200.
Please write “Membership” on your Communications Card if you are
interested in attending or if you would like more information.
 THANK YOU to all who sent cards and notes during this challenging time of Mark's
passing. The prayers have helped me begin the process of getting through. There have
been so many kindnesses extended to me and I am humbled and exceedingly grateful.
- Melissa Flowers

 GREETERS NEEDED for Children’s Worship (children age 4 through
grade 3.) No preparation required. Time commitment is one hour, two
Sundays per month. Your service here will allow us to resume a full slate of
children’s ministries on Sunday morning. Contact the office, or Andrew
Sweigard, Children’s Worship team leader.
THE CHILDREN'S WORSHIP JR. TEAM has an urgent
need for helpers in the 8:30 service on Sundays.
Would you be willing to serve one Sunday a month,
helping the 2-3 year olds learn about Jesus?
Worship involves play, music, coloring and story
time. No preparation required. We hope as we get
enough personnel that we can also staff a team for
the 11:00 worship service. Please contact Grace McGlothlin if interested
at: 502-496-0300 (call or text).

HOME MISSION FOCUS: Pray for the Wilmore-High Bridge Community Center,
director Koby Miller and all who receive monthly food boxes.

YOUTH MINISTRY FOCUS: Our youth are returning home today from Spring
Youth Retreat. Please pray that the work the Lord is doing in them would be
evident as they return to school and work this week. Continue to pray for them
as they travel back to Wilmore this afternoon.

NURSERY:
8:30 Worship

TODAY/THIS WEEK
J Evans/D Flanigan/M Woki

NEXT WEEK
M Brennan/B Diddle/O Proctor

Sunday School

C Blankenship/D Roxberry

C Blankenship/P Probst

11:00Worship

N Elwood/E Walsh/S Walsh

J Madill/C Maynard/E Maynard

Wed. Evening

A Allen/R Thompson

Holy Week—No Wednesday activities
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MARCH - PACKETS OF OATMEAL
APRIL - APPLESAUCE CUPS
We are grateful for your
continued generosity to the Food
for Kids program which provides
bags of non-perishable foods for
children.
All food donations can be dropped
off in the Food for Kids basket
located near the Welcome Center.

1
2
4
7
10
10
11
2
5
6
8
9
12
15
21
21

MARCH
Spring Break –Public Schools
APRIL
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Noon Prayer & Fast
Bible Quiz
Membership Class
Easter Drama 8:30/11:00a
MAY
Society Meeting
Blood Drive
National Day of Prayer
Bible Quiz
Mother’s Day
Senior Recognition Service
Hope for the Journey
Last day public School
Annual Conference

March 28
March 31
April 1
April 2
April 4

8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship
No Wednesday evening activities
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship
7:00 a.m. Community Sunrise Service
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Come worship Christ, the risen King!

Wilmore Free Methodist Church VBS for a Day!
June 7, 8:15a—2:45p
Shafer Farm
This year we are planning a one day-long VBS on June 7 at the property of
Ben & Nichole Shafer (rain dates of June 8 or 10). The theme is
GOD'S CREATION and includes a variety of outdoor activities and Bible
lessons for the kids, grades K through 5th.
We would like to know your interest in volunteering
and/or sending your children so we know how best to
plan this special day.
 Please scan the QR code or
go to wilmorefmc.org to complete a survey.
Surveys are due by MARCH 22!
Thank you so much - The VBS Planning Committee

Fishing
Rock Painting
Bible Lessons

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP (CW- currently 8:30 service only) After Children’s
Time, children age 4 through grade 3 will be dismissed (please wear masks)
and escorted by CW staff to Room A106. Following 8:30 worship, parents
of children ages 4 through Kindergarten must pick up their children from
Room A106. Children in grades 1-3 will be taken to their Sunday School
classroom.

*Children in 8:30 service may now leave for Children’s Worship

God is so glad you’ve set aside this time to worship Him. He inhabits the praise
of His people. As we gather, please take a moment to ask God to prepare us for
worship—to open our ears and minds to His voice and to freely apply His word
to our hearts and lives. Please also take a moment now to silence all electronic
devices so that the Lord might have opportunity to freely speak to all.

GATHERING
Majesty (Hymnal 74)
Crown Him with Many Crowns (Hymnal 234)
Improvisation on “All Creatures of Our God and King”

arr. Marilyn Arison
arr. Lani Smith
arr. Brenda Portman

arr. Bill Wolaver

MUSIC MINISTRY
No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus
Bryan Blankenship, soloist

Pastor Daryl

MESSAGE

SONGS OF THE ONLY TRUE LORD & KING
Hymnal 101
His Name Is Wonderful
Hymnal 173
All Glory, Laud and Honor
Hymnal 104
King of Heaven, Lord Most High
Insert
Jesus Is Lord
(Please wear a mask if you choose to sing)

The Passion Places: The Government

arr. Jason Payne

POSTLUDE
Stand Up and Bless the Lord (Hymnal 21)

WORSHIP IN GIVING
In this strange, “touchless” season, we are giving our finances in
worship through either the gold boxes in the foyer, by mail, or
digitally through Engage via this QR code.

CALL TO PRAYER
Supplement C4
Let Us Draw Near (stanzas 1,4)
Let us draw near! The Blood is spilt, the Lamb has born the sinner’s guilt;
The sacrifice for sin is made, we meet our Father unafraid:
Then let us draw near!
Let us draw near, with hearts aglow, in reverent stillness bowing low;
Before the throne love’s emblems plead — in simple faith, with all our need:
Come, let us draw near.
(CCLI Member)

PRAYER

Help for the hearing impaired is available. See an usher for assistance .

GOD’S WORD TO US
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Pastor Daryl

John 18:28-37

The Passion Places: The Government

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP GUIDE

March 21, 2021

CHILDREN’S TIME
Cheryl Schell
NURSERY/CHILDCARE for children up to 4 years is available in the
Pre-school Complex, Building B.

Since their respective peaks, COVID-19 cases
have plummeted 73%, COVID-19 deaths
have declined by 54%, while COVID-19
hospitalizations are down 71%. Currently,
COVID-19 patients occupy 12.2% of total
ICU beds, while only 5.87% of total
inpatient beds are being used.1

COVID-19 TRACKER
Daily Reported New Positive COVID-19 Tests vs. Daily Reported
Deaths with COVID-19 in the U.S.
March 1, 2020 - March 9, 2021
300,000

12,000

Daily Reported New Positive COVID-19 Tests
Daily Reported Deaths with COVID-19
Daily New Positives 7-Day Moving Average
Daily Deaths 7-Day Moving Average

250,000
200,000

10,000
8,000

150,000

6,000

100,000

4,000

50,000

2,000

0

Path to Immunity
250

0
5/20

7/20

9/20

11/20

1/21

3/21

Millions of People

3/20

Source: CDC.gov

U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered by Vaccine Type

70%
60%

200

50%
150

40%

100

30%
20%

50

As of March 10, 2021

10%

0
12/20/20

95,721,290 Total Doses Administered

Pfizer-BioNTech

Moderna

Johnson
& Johnson

48,605,159
Doses
Administered

46,535,646
Doses
Administered

458,911
121,574
Doses
Doses
Administered Administered

Not
Identified

Source: CDC.gov

1/17/21

1/31/21

2/28/21

Daily COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered in the U.S.
Vaccine Doses Administered

As of March 9, 2021

68.0%

2,500,000

Daily COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered in the U.S.
7-Day Moving Average

2,000,000
1,500,000
1,000,000
500,000
0
12/21/20 12/28/20 1/4/21

49.9%

1/11/21 1/18/21 1/25/21

2/1/21

2/8/21

2/15/21 2/22/21

3/1/21

3/8/21

Source: CDC.gov
7.3%

0.1%
<18

18-29

13.1%
30-39

14.3%

40-49

17.5%

17.7%

50-64

65-74

75+

Total

Sources: CDC.gov, Census.gov (population estimates as of 4/1/20), First Trust Advisors

With the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan signed into law, total
Federal expenditures on the COVID-19 pandemic will come to roughly
$5 trillion, surpassing the total inflation adjusted cost of World War 2 at $4.1 trillion.2

Confirmed COVID-19 Cases and Deaths by Week
in U.S. Long-Term Care Facilities

Current Patients Hospitalized and
in the ICU with COVID-19
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