Pastor’s Update, Saturday, October 24, 2020
Happy Saturday WFMC Family!
Sunday Worship (Livestream available starting at 8:30 a.m., Sunday)
WFMC Livestream Service

WFMC Truthcasting/podcast message only audio

Print editions of morning worship messages

Sunday’s Worship Folder

Click the links below for the latest information on:
Corporate Worship Quick Facts / FAQ

Adult Bible Fellowships

Youth Bible Fellowships

Children’s Sunday School

Wednesday Night Ministries

Youth Ministry Newsletters

Hurricane Clean Up In Louisiana Men For Missions, a ministry group under OneMission (OMS) is leading two groups to
Lake Charles, Louisiana to help with hurricane clean up. Men, women and teens are invited. Persons are responsible for
their own transportation to Lake Charles. Meals and lodging at a local church are provided. Established dates are
November 1-7 and November 15-21. If you’re interested in joining either of these teams or want more information,
contact Jenna Guerrier, jguerrier@onemissionsociety.org 317.300.9527-office 701.400.4595-cell
Youth Pastor Task Group Please keep this group in your prayers as they do the work of finding our new Youth Pastor:
Pastor Daryl, Joy Ireland, Keith Madill, Renee Riffell, Eric Walsh, and Gary Weinberger. We have had two meetings so far
and now announce there will be three Youth Ministry / Pastor Listening and Input Sessions:
Sunday, November 8 9:40a Senior High Youth Bible Fellowship – Grades 10-12 students only
Monday, November 9 7:00p B200 Parents (only) of Youth (bring your teen’s comments and questions)
Saturday, November 14 9:00a B200 Parents (only) of Youth (bring your teen’s comments and questions)
Most or all of the Task Group will be present at each of these in-person sessions. An online survey will soon be available to
everyone for additional input.
Wrestling With Truth Adult Bible Fellowship is beginning a new study of the book of 1 John this Sunday, 9:45 a.m. in Room
B101 and also via Zoom. Dr. Melanie Kierstead is teaching. Please feel free to give WWT a try is you do not have your own
ABF. Contact Bonnie Lashbrook for the Zoom link.
Van Drivers? Anyone? Through the seasons of poor weather, we would like to begin a transportation ministry from Asbury
University and Kalas Village here in town to the church prior to the Sunday school hour and then back following the 11:00
worship service. If you’d like to participate / drive the van, or would like more information, contact the church office –
office@wfmc.net.
Virtual Café Adjustment The WFMC Virtual Café, the place for WFMC teens to come for doing on-line school work
together, is changing hours, due to the changes implemented by the county school system. Beginning next week, the days /
hours will be:
Monday - 8:30 to 12:00
Tuesday - 8:30 to 12:00
Friday - 8:30 to 12:30
A Helpful Article There is much in the attached article, Until We Rest in Him by Francis Maier, that I appreciate and that
challenges me about these days of election and how to see past them with hope.

And Finally, in the Interest of Keeping Our Sense of Humor About All This:

Peace and Blessings, Sisters and Brothers,
Pastor Daryl

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS—WEEK OF OCTOBER 25, 2020
TODAY
8:30a
9:40a
11:00a
3:30p
7:00p

Morning Worship I—Sanctuary & B200-B201 Overflow
Nursery—Building B Preschool Wing
Children’s Sunday School, Youth and Adult Bible Fellowships
Nursery—Building B Preschool Wing
Morning Worship II—Sanctuary & B200-B201 Overflow
Nursery—Building B Preschool Wing children under 4 years
Youth Handbell Choir—Sanctuary
Online Marilynn Ham Piano Concert: claychurch.com/piano

Jesus Provocateur: Confession
Matthew 16:13-20

Pastor Daryl

MONDAY
8:30a-12noon HS/MS Virtual Café
10:00a
Ladies’ Bible Study via Zoom;
(contact Peggy Welch for Zoom link / 859-338-4378)

Jesus, Provocateur

TUESDAY
6:30a
8:00a
8:30a-12noon
9:30a
6:30p
7:00p

Men’s Prayer Meeting—A200
Ladies’ Prayer Meeting—A200
HS/MS Virtual Café
Ladies Bible Study —B200
Blessings Handbell Choir— Sanctuary
Francis Asbury Society Bible Study w/ John Oswalt—B200/201

WEDNESDAY
4:50p
7:00p

8:15p

Bible Quizzing—B100s
Adult Prayer Meeting
Trunk or Treat/families and children (preschool-elementary)
FM Youth—Building C
No nursery
BOA Meeting

\

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

8:00a
Youth Prayer Breakfast—Building C
9:00a-12:30p HS/MS Virtual Café
10:00a-noon Moms Pray & Play—Church playground

SATURDAY

RECORDINGS OF ALL MESSAGES ARE AVAILABLE.
Note “Message” and date on a Communication Card at the Welcome
Center, and pick up your CD the following Sunday. Messages
(audio, video and print) may also be downloaded at wilmorefmc.org.

PRAYER SEEKING SALVATION: Lord Jesus, I know I have sinned against You. I believe that
WFMC has subscribed to RightNow Media, a 20,000 +/video library that includes cartoons, Bible studies, personal development tools and much, much
more—think a Christian version of Netflix.
These resources are available to you, your
family or group ministry for free.
Scan the code to begin.

You died for me, and I place my trust in You. Forgive my sins and save me from the judgment to
come. Help me to turn from my sin and live a life wholly devoted to You.

PRAYER SEEKING SANCTIFICATION: Lord Jesus, I recognize my need for holiness. Purify
me of all that is unlike You, fill me with Your Holy Spirit until I am totally Yours, and set me apart
for Your purposes from this day forward.
If you seek or have found salvation or sanctification today, please let a member
of the pastoral staff know. We’re here to help you on your journey.

WILMORE
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OFFICE@ WFMC.NET
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WWW. WILMOREFMC.ORG

859.858.3521

Welcome to worship at WFMC!
Here are some helpful notes if you are new.
THE COMMUNICATION CARD is key to
allowing us to welcome you fully. Please fill it out and drop it in the gold box
after worship. We won’t harass you, but we’d love to send a welcoming note.
THE WORSHIP GUIDE in this folder leads through our service. We try to use
elements, liturgy, music and sacraments from a variety of Christian traditions to
help lead people of all ages, stages, and tastes into God’s presence. Worship is
participatory, so please join in prayer, word, giving, and song.
NURSERY for children up to 2 years is available all morning in the Pre-school
Complex, Building B. Please note nursery at the 11:00a service includes children
under 4 years old.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP JR. (CWJR, age 2 and 3) is presently available during
the 8:30a worship service in the Pre-school Complex, Building B.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP (CW, age 4 through grade 3) is presently available in
the 8:30a service only. After the Children’s Time, children are escorted by CW
Staff to A106. Following worship, parents of children ages 4 through
Kindergarten must pick up their children from Room A106. Children in grades 1
-3 will be taken to their Sunday School classroom.
HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available in the foyer.
WHEELCHAIR SEATING is readily available in the center aisle or an usher will
be glad to remove a sanctuary chair for your convenience.
PRAYER FOCUS: Please keep our Youth Pastor Task Group in your prayers as
they meet in these weeks for the purpose of identifying and hiring our new Youth
Pastor. Group members are Pastor Daryl, Joy Ireland, Keith Madill, Renee Riffell,
Eric Walsh, and Gary Weinberger.
WORLD MISSION FOCUS: CREATIVE ACCESS COUNTRIES: Pray for the
missionaries we support who work in closed countries, finding creative ways to
share Christ in difficult circumstances. Pray for their children as well.
HOME MISSION FOCUS: Pray for Oakdale Christian Academy, students, faculty,
and staff. Pray for wisdom and strength as they navigate all the challenges in
keeping the school both safe and effective in these days.

YOUTH MINISTRY FOCUS: Changes, changes, and more changes...Starting this
Friday, October 30, we are moving youth prayer breakfast to Friday mornings at
8am. This change will allow us to eliminate the need for transportation to
school as all JCPS middle & high school students are Virtual Learners on
Fridays. Virtual Cafe days and hours are changing as well! Starting tomorrow,
October 26: Mondays 8:30a-noon; Tuesdays 8:30a-noon, Fridays 9a-12:30p.

NURSERY:
8:30 Worship

TODAY/THIS WEEK
C Blankenship/H Hall

NEXT WEEK
L Branan/S Sweigard

Sunday School

C Blankenship/P Probst

C Blankenship/J Lovell

11:00Worship

C Maynard/E Walsh/S Walsh

MK Kidwell/BK McMillen
B Underwood

Wed. Evening

No Nursery—Trunk or Treat

M Dargan/K Winter

November 1

Remember that this next Sunday,
November 1, Daylight Savings Time
ends! Be sure to set your clocks back
one hour Saturday night, unless you
want to get to church really, really early!

 CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES!
Ethen & Jalyn Goforth on the birth of daughter Remington Jo Goforth,
born October 15.
Andy & Hannah Miller on the birth of son August Samuel Miller, born
October 15.
 MEMBERSHIP CLASS NOVEMBER 14. A Saturday Seminar format meeting
here at the church 9am-noon. Want to know more about the Free Methodist
church...and our church in particular? Interested in membership? Mark your
calendars and let the office know you intend to come: office@wfmc.net
 HURRICANE CLEAN-UP IN LOUISIANA: Men For Missions, a ministry
group under One Mission (OMS) is leading two groups to Lake Charles, LA
to help with hurricane clean up. Men, women and teens are invited. Persons
are responsible for their own transportation to Lake Charles. Meals and
lodging at a local church are provided. Established trip dates are November 1
-7 and November 15-21. If you’re interested in joining either of these teams or
want more information, contact Jenna Guerrier. 317.300.9527-office;
701.400.4595-cell; email: jguerrier@onemissionsociety.org.
NEW TO WILMORE FMC?
Come to the “Connections” Class
Every First Sunday, 9:40a.m.
Join Pastor Daryl in Connections for a quick overview of the history of WFMC,
and the opportunities and ways to serve and connect here. Room A200 (just
to your right as you exit the sanctuary) next Sunday.
BLOOD DRIVE here at WFMC on November 11. Save the date and
give blood...blood banks need donations.

Sanctuary Sweepers Volunteers Needed!
Would you be willing to serve our church by vacuuming the
sanctuary once every two months? Please write, “sweep” on
your Communication Card and someone will contact you.
This is a great family ministry opportunity.
IN THESE STRANGE DAYS, we are worshipping in ways that are as touchless
as possible, which means not using hymnals / songbooks, offering plates, or
common communion elements. We’re not greeting one another with hugs
or hand-shakes, and we are wearing masks when less than 6 feet from
others indoors and while singing. We’re also not singing quite as much as
typical, and most of our music ministries groups are on hold. All this, like
so many other parts of life, is very different, and we pray the need for it
passes quickly. Until then, thank you for loving one another in these ways.

OCTOBER IS
PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH!
This is a great opportunity to say
“THANK YOU”
to our diligent and committed team of
pastors. Please consider how you might
meaningfully express your appreciation.
Maybe a card, a note, a gift card, or an offer
to volunteer your service in one of our needed ministry areas. We
encourage you to find a way to shower our pastoral families with your love
and prayer support! - Your WFMC Conference Delegates: Jan Coleman,
Charlie Fiskeaux, Glen Flanigan, John Ireland, Ken Thompson, Roberta Zent
WFMC TRUNK OR TREAT OCTOBER 28, 7-8:00 p.m.
Lower Parking Lot
Kids and Families- (preschool-elementary) Dress up in
your funniest, silliest or crazy costumes and join us on a
walk-thru Trunk or Treat. This will be a come-and-go
family event between 7 and 8 p.m. Come enjoy popcorn,
S'mores, a photo op and so much more!
Please note—this replaces our regular Wednesday programming on Oct 28
for children preschool-elementary.
YOUTH PASTOR TASK GROUP UPDATE
The task group wants to hear from you regarding our youth ministry and
pastoral transition. Here are three opportunities:
1) “Listening meeting” with the Senior High students (only) in their YBF
on Sunday, November 8.
2) “Listening Meetings” for parents (only) of youth: Monday, November 9,
7:00p, room B200, and Saturday, November 14, 9:00a,room B200.
3) An electronic survey will soon be available for anyone interested to
complete. Watch for the survey QR code next week.
Three Ways to Give Children Overseas a

Merry Christmas…

1 Operation Christmas Child
2 Bulgaria Christmas Gift Box
3 International Child Care Ministries
Pick an ornament or a box from the tree in the foyer
with instructions on how to give in these ways,
and be a blessing to a child in need this Christmas.
“JESUS, 2020” YARD SIGNS
Want to give a message of real hope to our neighbors?
Want to advertise a Name you can fully stand behind?
Every person / family is welcome to take one from the
foyer, to offer our neighbors the reminder that only Jesus
can bring the healing and hope that our nation so desperately needs.

God is so glad you’ve set aside this time to worship Him. He inhabits the praise of
His people. As we gather, please take a moment to ask God to prepare us for
worship—to open our ears and minds to His voice and to freely apply His word
to our hearts and lives. Please also take a moment now to silence all electronic
devices so that the Lord might have opportunity to freely speak to all.
GATHERING
Triumphant Trumpets on "Shall We Gather at the River"
On Jordan's Stormy Banks
Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending
Jesus Shall Reign

arr. Grimoaldo Macchia
arr. Diane Bish
arr. John Innes
arr. Marianne Kim

October 25, 2020

WORSHIP GUIDE

SONGS OF PRAISE TO GOD, THE CREATOR (Please wear a mask if you choose to sing)
I Sing the Mighty Power of God
The Wonder of It All
Creation Sings the Father’s Song
CALL TO PRAYER
He is able, more than able to accomplish what concerns me today.
He is able, more than able to handle anything that comes my way.
He is able, more than able to do much more than I could ever dream.
He is able, more than able to make me what He wants me to be.

( CCLI Member)

PRAYER

Pastor Daryl
Matthew 16:13-20

GOD’S WORD TO US
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Pastor Andrea

CHILDREN’S TIME

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP (CW) currently 8:30 service only
After Children’s Time, children age 4 through grade 3 will be dismissed (please wear
masks) and escorted by CW staff to Room A106. Following 8:30 worship, parents of
children age 4 through Kindergarten must pick up their children. Children in grades
1-3 will be dismissed to their Sunday School classroom.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*Children in 8:30 service may now leave for Children’s Worship
Jay Dargan & Daniel Light

MUSIC MINISTRY

Satisfied
Cheryl Schell, soloist
Pastor Daryl

MESSAGE
Jesus, Provocateur: Confession

arr. Brenda Portman

POSTLUDE
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

WORSHIP IN GIVING In this strange, “touchless” season, we are
giving our finances in worship through either the gold boxes in the
foyer, by mail, or digitally through Engage via this QR code.

Jesus, Provocateur: Confession

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP JR. (CWJR) currently 8:30 service only
Children ages 2 and 3 meet in the Building B Preschool Wing for the entire service.
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UNTIL WE REST IN HIM
by
Francis X. Maier
November 2020

I

’ve been dreading this November for the past year. In half a century of voting, I’ve been worried or
frustrated by our public life many times. But 2020 has a unique toxicity, as if the whole nation were

heaving, rudderless, on an ocean of poisonous blame. There is no peace and no dignity in our political
storm. So in recent months, I’ve held tight to the two oars of my lifeboat.
The rst is a verse from Sirach: “Forgive your neighbor the wrong he has done, and then your sins will be
pardoned when you pray” (28:2). This is hard, because I love my anger. Not publicly, of course. That would
be bad form. But secretly, yes—it’s consoling and familiar. It’s also self-exonerating. I nourish it every day
in my resentments about people and politics, about issues in the Church, and in a dozen other ways, all of
which leave me feeling vindicated, then empty, and then powerless—and thus angrier still. And I know I’m
not alone. I see the same struggle in too many other faces. It’s the disease du jour. This sort of anger,
unrighteous, unhealthy, but earnestly nursed, is the current terrain of American life. It’s also the doorway
to despair. So, I cling, or try to cling, even more rmly to my other oar. It’s a verse from Revelation: “And he
who sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new’” (21:5).
Behold, I make all things new. All things made new: I believe that promise. But of course, “new” can mean
di erent things to di erent people.
The Founders of the American Experiment sought to create a novus ordo seclorum, a “new order of the ages.”
Seen in isolation, it’s a hugely ambitious goal—a project that was Promethean, arrogant, even delusional.
But two things restrained the temptation to hubris: Nearly all the Founders and colonists were religious
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believers, rooted in a biblical thought-world, who accepted the idea of natural law; and the new country
could not a ord extreme theories and wild intellectuals. It needed practical builders grounded in practical
needs. There were disparities of wealth, but never on the scale of those in Europe, and many who wanted a
new start or more opportunity could simply move west.
We’ve now run out of room to “move west.” Disparities in wealth have never been sharper. Racial tensions
are high. And biblical faith, which imparted the moral framework to our public life, is declining. The
country is more and more technocratic, materialistic, and utilitarian. Absent God, the result is an odd mix
of anxieties, resentments, overcon dence, and illusions. This will end badly. As Psalm 127 says, unless the
Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain; unless the Lord protects the city, the sentries watch in
vain.
Henri de Lubac, the great Jesuit theologian, had some guiding words on how Christians should think about
making things genuinely “new”:

Belief in eternity does not tear us away from the present, as we are sometimes told, to
make us lost in dreams: it works just the other way. It is rather by disregarding eternity
that Christians have disregarded their times.

It’s because our actions in this world matter so greatly for the next that our choices and behaviors have
meaning. Everything we try to do without God, no matter how noble or well-intentioned, is infected with
our aws and resentments. We can’t escape our defects. They’re part of who we are. Thus, in every age, the
story of the world becomes the same tired drama, again and again, with a new cast and di erent props, but
always the same, basic plot. A truly “new order of the ages” can only come about through our humility and
conversion to the God who created and loves us. He’s the only reliable builder.
Since the 2020 election is unlikely to produce any leader distinguished by either humility or conversion, the
rest of us might pro tably focus our attention, prayers, and e orts further down the road, on those key
elements of our shared life that somehow—but urgently—need to be “made new”:
Anthropology, which is a big word for the question raised by Psalm 8: Who is man? Are men and women
just very smart monkeys? Raw material for scienti c manipulation and rewiring? If they do have special
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dignity, why? Is there such a thing as a universally distinct and shared “human nature,” and if so, what is it?
We need both to praise the many bene ts of, and to exercise new caution about, the limits and dangers of
science and those disciplines calling themselves “social” sciences.
Politics. It’s important for all of us to recognize how broken and unrepresentative the political system has
become. Appeals for national unity will sound especially hollow after this year’s bitter presidential
campaign. Four years of an eccentric White House, vindictively biased news media, and a poisonous, slowmotion coup in the lower house of Congress have made civility impossible. It’s not hard to understand
why: Our coastal elites and the masses of ordinary Americans who live in yover country now di er from
each other in vastly more ways than time zone. This fact does not absolve us from the Christian obligation
to work for the country’s health by being politically engaged. But for sanity’s sake, we need to nd ways of
fostering inner peace and avoiding the slavery of anger and news addiction.
Economy. The massive concentration of wealth in a small economic elite is an anti-biblical obscenity. How
can we maintain reasonable entrepreneurial freedom and rewards for hard work and innovation while
minimizing destructive economic dislocations and disparities in wealth? What would a genuinely Christian
economy look like? How can we bring it about?
Race. How can we acknowledge and repair sins of the past and work for racial justice, while repudiating a
war on our nation’s history and new forms of race-hatred disguised by pieties but rooted in an appetite for
vengeance?

E

ducation. Public education is a broken assembly line producing not well-rounded human beings,
but politically conditioned, historically ignorant work-and-consumption units for a changing

economy. Catholic education, too, at every level, needs a deep rethink. Most Catholic schools at the
primary through secondary levels provide good academics and a decent, generic moral formation, but not a
durable Catholic identity. Most institutions of Catholic higher education are barely distinguishable from
their secular cousins. Over the past two decades, more than one Catholic bishop has told me privately that
if he could, he’d close 80 percent of Catholic diocesan schools. With the money saved, he’d support the
other 20 percent that actually do their jobs as uniquely Catholic schools, while nding and funding new
ways of delivering a sound Catholic education. Bureaucratic inertia prevents vigorous experiments.
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Memory and imagination. Americans are bad at history. It’s part of our national personality of selfinvention and our fear of being captured by the baggage of the past. As a nation, we want to look forward,
not backward. Henry Ford said it best: “History is bunk.” But history isn’t bunk. The real future, and how
we imagine its possibilities, are always dependent on lessons learned in the experiences of the past. The
Church is transnational and transgenerational; remembering is a vital part of her mission. Memory is
crucial to the identity of persons, families, and communities. To the degree that American Catholics lose
their uniquely Catholic history, they lose their identity and their savor as salt.
Culture. The human heart longs for beauty and thrives on beautiful art, music, literature, architecture,
religion, and education. That’s why these pursuits are so often called “the humanities.” A diseased culture
produces ugliness in its manners, imagination, and everything else. It’s perfectly possible to have a
technologically advanced society with a diseased soul, and this is exactly what we’ve created. Roger
Scruton’s writings are powerful on the importance of beauty, as is the work of Duncan Stroik on the nature
of good architecture. Technological expertise is important, but fools with tools are still fools. How can we
recover a sense of beauty in our personal lives and in our Church?
Marriage and family. Sex is extremely powerful as both a glue and a solvent. American consumer culture
now orders itself against the self-sacri cing duties of marriage and family, while legitimizing disordered
sexuality. This is short-term and suicidal for a society, but perfectly suited to individual appetites and
consumption. Marriage and family are about the future. They’re covenants, not contracts. They always
involve unintended, unforeseen obligations; thus, they’re instinctively an expression of trust and hope.
Addicted consumers are about the here and now, and a culture based on them has no long-term future.
Church. The traditional clerical leadership of the Church, for the time being, is largely discredited, either
by its bad actions or by its mediocrity and inadequacy in the face of drastically new challenges. This has
happened before; it’s not a cause for panic (assuming we do know our history). How can we nd and form
strong, faithful lay leaders? How can we help form and sustain a new, puri ed, and more compelling clergy?
And nally, how can we get Catholics once again to see themselves rst and foremost not as Latino, or
white, or black, or Democrat, or Republican, or even American—but as Catholics? This last question is
central to every believer’s life. The interior peace we all yearn for, especially in a time of turmoil, is
ultimately a matter of citizenship—the home to which we give our hearts and deepest loyalties.
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In 146 b.c., Roman armies defeated and destroyed the city of Carthage, once the premier power of the
Mediterranean world. They obliterated it so completely that the site lay barren for more than a century. Yet,
rather than exulting in victory, Scipio Aemilianus, the conquering general, wept. His friend, the historian
Polybius, who was with him as the great city burned, wrote that Scipio “stood long re ecting on the
inevitable change that awaits cities, nations, and dynasties, one and all, as it does every one of us men.”
And turning to Polybius, the Roman said, “I feel a terror and a dread that someone, someday, gives the
same order about my own native city.” This is exactly the fate that a shrunken and crippled Rome was to
su er in the centuries to come. It was sacked not once, but seven times. Alaric’s rape and pillage of the city
in a.d. 410 inspired the greatest of all re ections on the nature of the Christian sojourn in the world,
Augustine’s City of God.

We don’t have a license to avoid this November’s election. As Christians, our voices and our choices do
matter in politics and in every other sector of our life as a society. Thus, I will vote against the Biden-Harris
ticket because, as the father of a child with Down syndrome and the grandfather of three more with
disabilities, I will not abide their party’s obscene allegiance to abortion and other related issues. Beyond
that, too many of Biden’s actions as a self-identi ed Catholic seem plainly hypocritical, and Harris is an
extraordinarily ambitious and dangerous enemy of the Church. But I also know that some good people will
nd a way to see things di erently.
Whatever happens in November, the lesson in this wicked season is this: Any confusion we allow ourselves
between the City of Man and the City of God is really a ticket to the City of Dis, that fortress of wrath at
the center of Dante’s Inferno. As Augustine wrote, our hearts are restless until they rest in God. He, and only
he, can make all things new. Even me. Even us.
Francis X. Maier is a senior fellow in Catholic studies at the Ethics and Public Policy Center and senior research
associate in constitutional studies at the University of Notre Dame.
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